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We respecttully
acknowledge the Gadigal
People of the Eora Nation,
the tradition custodians of
this sacred land. We pay
respect to the Elders past,
present and emerging.

Always was,
Always will be,

Gadigal Land.

- Kathyrn Dodd Farrawell
Kaanju Birri Wirri



Dear Reader,

elcome to the second issue of Glebe

Connections, our quarterly newspaper
dedicated to sharing the rich stories of Glebe’s
people, spaces, and history. We extend our
heartfelt gratitude to Aunty Kath Dodd
Farrawell for providing the Acknowledgement
of Country for this edition, honouring the
traditional custodians of the land on which
we gather.

We’re thrilled to showcase the artwork of
Sonia Mattson on our cover, a talented local
artist who creates stunning oil paintings of
Glebe’s iconic buildings, and portraits of
locals from all walks of life.

In this issue, we also shine light on Habil
Mawardi, a beloved mentor and youth
worker at Glebe Youth Service. His

inspiring story emphasises the importance

of connection and mentorship in supporting
Glebe’s young people. Habil’s unwavering
commitment serves as a powerful reminder of
the difference that youth workers, and places
like Glebe Youth Service can make.

We also celebrate a significant milestone:

the Glebe Assistance Partnership Program
(GAPP) has marked two decades of dedicated
service to people facing hardship. In our
feature, you’ll meet Katrina Knight, Kelly

Another section of the mural in the downstairs studio of Glebe Youth Service

Parkins, Larissa Minniecon and Uncle Ben
Harry, who have provided support at GAPP
and exemplify the spirit of compassion that
resides within our community.

This edition also takes you on a journey
through the Glebe Markets, an iconic
tradition of Saturdays in Glebe for over 30
years. In an era where impersonal retail often
dominates, we learn the ways that markets
foster meaningful connections between
vendors and the community. Here, you’ll
meet the passionate vendors who bring the
market to life and hear stories from visitors
about the sense of belonging that make this
weekly gathering so important.

As sustainability becomes increasingly vital

to our collective well-being, we also explore
the ways in which Glebe residents are
transforming unexpected spaces into beautiful
green areas and gardens. These initiatives
show us that you don’t need a house with a
backyard to cultivate connections and bring
nature closer to home.

We invite you to immerse yourself in this
edition and hope each story reminds you of
the strength and resilience that forever marks
our community.
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Dates to Remember:

25.10 World Teachers' Day

11.11 -17.11 National Recycling Week

11.11 Remembrance Day

13.11 World Kindness Day

13.11 - 19.11 Transgender Awareness Week

16.11 International Day for Tolerance

19.11 World Toilet Day

20.11 Universal Children’s Day

25.11 International Day for the Elimination of Violence
against women

03.12 International Day of People with Disability

10.12 Human Rights Day

18.12 International Migrants Day

Official Sponsors

If you're able, please consider
donating to Glebe Youth Service
so that we can continue to
deliver projects such as Glebe
Connections.



What’s Happening in Glebe?

02.11
16.11
30.11
14.12

Glebe Library,
186-194 Glebe Point
Rd, Glebe NSW 2037

Saturday
11:30am - 12pm

Cost: FREE

Auslan and English Storytime
at Glebe Library

Join our storytime in Auslan and English,
presented by our library team and Deaf
Connect at Glebe Library. Storytime is a fun
session of storytelling for preschoolers.

Arrive early to ensure your place.

https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/events/
auslan-and-english-storytime

08.11

24.11

Varing locations, all
in Glebe

Either Friday,
Saturday or Sunday,
with varing times

Cost:

Tickets range

from $20 - 40,
Concession: $10 - 20

The Annual Glebe Music Festival

Music festival taking stage at Glebe every year.

The 35th Annual Glebe Music Festival will be
held from Friday 8 November to Sunday 24
November.

Program details are at:
www.glebemusicfestival.com

09.11

Leichhardt Bowling &
Recreation Club,
88-92 Piper St,
Lilyfield NSW 2040

Saturday
6.30pm - 10.30pm

Cost: $25/pp
(+ booking fee)

PUG Men’s Shed - Fundraiser
for homelessness

We promote the health and well-being of men
in the Pyrmont, Ultimo and Glebe (PUG)
communities and offer a space where men can
socialise and participate in constructive projects
to benefit themselves, the shed and their
communities.

https://www.pugmensshed.com.au/#events

13.11
14.11
22.11
27.11
28.11

Gleebooks,
49 Glebe Point Rd,
Glebe NSW 2037

Varying dates
6pm - 6.30 pm

Cost:

Adult: $12,
Concession: $9,
Gleeclub: FREE

Gleebooks Literary Events

Bookings are essential for both free and
ticketed events, so we can staff and cater the
event appropriately.

Book here:
https://gleebooks.com.au/events/
02 9660 2333

24.11

Wentworth Park
Sporting Complex,
5 Wentworth Park
Road, Ultimo NSW
2007

Sunday
8:30am - 12pm

Cost:
Adult: $45,
Child: $35,

Family, group price
options available

Sydney Conquer NF in Colour 2024

Whether you're a seasoned runner or simply
looking for a fun day out with friends, family
or workmates, Conquer NF in Colour offers an
unforgettable experience for people of all ages
and abilities!

https://www.conquernfincolour.com.au/
events/6/sydney

28.11
05.12
12.12
19.12

St Helen’s

Community Centre,
184 Glebe Point Road,
Glebe NSW 2037

Thursday
1pm - 3pm

Cost: FREE

Better with age

Presented by the Older Persons' Wellbeing
Network this 4-week workshop series discusses
common approaches to ageing well.

Come along and find out what you can do to

help create a better, longer life.

https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/events/
better-with-age

29.11

Cafe Otto Noorba,
79 Glebe Point Road,
Glebe NSW 2037

Friday
10am - 12pm

Cost: FREE

Makers' morning social craft group

Calling all knitters, sewers, paper crafters and
creatives. Come along and join other local craft
minded people for our monthly social crafting

group.

Bring your own project or try your hand at
something new.

Email: afigura@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au
02 9265 9179

01.12

Cafe Otto Noorba,
79 Glebe Point Road,
Glebe NSW 2037

Friday
5pm - 7pm

Cost: $55

Glebe Society 2024
Christmas Party

Join us at the Society’s 2024 Christmas
gathering, where members, neighbours,
friends and family are all welcome! This is an
opportunity to bring our community together.

https://allevents.in/glebe/glebe-society-2024-
christmas-party/100001026851569687

07.12

Dr HJ Foley Rest Park,
140 Glebe Point Rd,
Glebe NSW 2037

Saturday
10am - 3pm

Cost: FREE

Artisans Market Glebe:
Christmas Market

Artisans in the Park is dedicated to providing a
showcase for local designers and makers.

As a not-for-profit market we support local
charities, organisations and schools. Meet the
makers and support Australian artisans and the
local community.

https://artisansinthepark.org.au/

14.12

Bicentennial Park,
5 Federal Rd, Glebe
NSW 2037

Saturday
6pm - 8pm

Cost: FREE

Glebe Christmas Concert

It’s time to dust off your reindeer ears, put on
your party shoes and kick off Christmas at our
free concert in Glebe.

The Listies will host the evening. There’ll be
free craft activities, table tennis, giant Jenga and
other games for the kids (and kids at heart).

https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/events/
glebe-christmas-concert

Every
Mon

Wed

St John’s House,
138a Glebe Point Rd,
Glebe NSW 2037

Mondays
10am - 1pm

Wednesdays
10am - 12.30pm

GAPP - Glebe Assistance
Partnership Program

¢ Drop in for a cuppa & something to eat.

¢ Connect with others in your local
community.

¢ Indigenous community workers available.

¢ Ring or ask to make an appointment with
one of our community workers.

https://www.glebechurch.org.au/gapp

02 9552 4164

Every
Mon

Wed

Peter Forsyth
Auditorium,

Francis Street corner,
Franklyn Street, Glebe
NSW 2037

3:30pm - 5:30pm

Cost: FREE

Glebe Community Barbecue

® Drop in for a cuppa & something to eat.

e Connect with others in your local
community.

¢ Indigenous community workers available.

¢ Ring or ask to make an appointment with
one of our community workers.

https://www.glebechurch.org.au/gapp
02 9552 4164




Every

St Helen’s
Community Centre,

Living Longer Living Stronger

16.10

Friends in Hand Pub,
58 Cowper St, Glebe

The Sydney Poetry Lounge

Wed éitee ﬁg\i/oncl);Road’ exercise program — Now 2037 The night consists of 10 open mic slots, and
A 1 hour, progressive strength & balance one, or two feature poets produced by poet, Ali
program designed to improve your strength, 1 1 Whitelock and MC’d by writer, blogger and

9 balance & mobility. Each person is individually 8 " 2 Every 3rd reviewer, Sheree Strange.

pm - 3pm . . . Wednesday of

assessed for their physical level and a provided each month

Cost: with a tailored exercise program. From 7pm Everyone is welcome on the warm and super

$5 per class inclusive Sydney Poetry Lounge stage upstairs.
Booking is essential: Cost:
Email: jmayr@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au ég:';f;g;]_ o5 https://poetrysydney.org/the-sydney-poetry-
02 9265 9179 ’ lounge/

St Helen's Glebe Youth Service,

11.07
12.12

Community Centre,
184 Glebe Point Road,
Glebe NSW 2037

Every 2nd Thursday
of each month

12pm - 2pm

Cost:
Lunch: $11

Monthly Trivia

Test your knowledge, improve your memory
and reduce stress as our trivia master guides
you through a social afternoon of fun and
frivolity.

https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/events/

monthly-trivia
02 9265 9179

Every
week

84 Glebe Point Road,
Glebe NSW 2037

Every Friday: teens
only;

Every Saturday:
whole community

6.30pm - 10.30pm

Cost: FREE

After Dark

This award-winning much loved program has
been running for 15 years and is for young
people and the wider community. We provide
a delicious healthy meal, lots of fun activities
including basketball, music, art, movies, Hip-
Hop nights, cultural workshops and more.

https://glebeyouth.org.au/programs/after-dark/

24.08
30.11

Dr H J Foley Rest Park,
140 Glebe Point Rd
Glebe NSW 2037

Every Saturday
From 10am

Cost:
Adult: $25,
Child: FREE

Historic Walking Tours of Glebe

Journey back in time to historic Sydney with
Real History Walking Tours.

Join us to explore historic houses, churches and
parklands, all set against the dramatic backdrop
of Sydney's picturesque skyline. Glebe has an
extremely rich and colourful past.

https://whatson.cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au/events/
historic-walking-tours-of-glebe

Every
Sun

1 Dalgal Way, Forest
Lodge, NSW, 2037

9am - 3pm

Cost: FREE

Tramsheds Growers Market
Come and explore Tramsheds Growers Market!

We host a wide variety of local artisans, bakers,
winemakers, cheesemakers, and so much more!

https://tramshedssydney.com.au/tramsheds-
growers-market/

Centre for Social Justice
and Inclusion

Are you interested in sustainability in your
local community? UTS has an exciting new
community-led research project coming up that
will explore narratives of sustainability and co-
design real-world solutions!

If you’d like to know more please contact Nick
at nicholas.grinpukel@uts.edu.au

Join this free weekly workshop facilitated

by leading artists from the Tree Veneration

Society.

The sessions aim to connect us with our
natural environment through art.

For ages 18 years and over. Materials are
provided and no experience is needed.
There's a different artist and art technique to

discover at each class.

15 Nov: Do you see what | see - using your
phone to magnify nature's surprises

22 Nov: Nature rocks - rock art with twine
29 Nov: Curious nature - twine and bind

6 and 13 Nov: Twigs and stars - weaving

creations

UTS SOUL Award

Are you looking to work with passionate
students? UTS SOUL program is seeking the
following opportunities for students, from
community groups or organisations:

Volunteer opportunities, roles engaging
students in advocacy, campaigning and
activism, community building projects e.g.
skills sharing, mentoring, maintaining public
spaces or resources, skilled project based work.

Contact soul.award@uts.edu.au to submit your
opportunity or for more information.

2 Elger Street, Glebe

Ground floor community room
Fridays, 10:30am to 12:30pm
4 October to 13 December

For more information:

Call Kristina Karasulas from
the City of Sydney on 0429
270 637.

Bookings recommended:

Call Jared at Bridge Housing on
02 8324 0836 or

Amanda at City West Housing
on 02 8584



by Caitlin Maloney

Food, Connection,

SUpport

GAPP Celebrates 20 Years

he Glebe Assistance Partnership Program

(GAPP) recently celebrated its 20th
anniversary on October 26, honouring its
years of support to the community.

On a sunny Wednesday morning at one of
GAPP’s drop-in sessions, held twice a week
between 10am and 12.30pm, the courtyard
of St John’s House was bustling with Glebe
locals, chatting over food and coffee, all
provided by the church. They shared what
this community means to them, in between
sips of their coffees and bites of breakfast,
and why GAPP plays such an important role
in Glebe’s flourishing.

Katrina Knight, manager of GAPP

The Heart of Glebe

GAPP was founded back in 2004 by Geoff
Broughton, the minister at St John’s Church
at the time. After receiving many knocks on
his door from the community for help, he
decided to establish a permanent program for
people in need of support.

Since then, GAPP has played a vital role
in Glebe, providing community aid, through
initiatives such as emergency food parcels,
toiletry packs, and assistance with applying
for state government Energy Accounts
Payment Assistance At the heart of the
program has always been a welcoming smile
from our volunteers, and something to eat

and drink, with the opportunity to get further
assistance through their Community Workers.
Most importantly though, GAPP creates a
space for Glebe locals to connect with one
another, through its twice-weekly drop-in
sessions.

“Everyone's welcome to come whenever
they like,” says Katrina Knight, the current
manager of GAPP. “It just gives that human
connection — someone to chat to, someone
to pass the time of day with, a friendly
smile and getting something to eat.” Katrina
believes St John’s Church, located on Glebe
Point Road, is the perfect place to welcome
the suburb’s diverse population. “Glebe is
quite a unique suburb because we have people
who are really struggling financially and with



all sorts of things, and we've got some very
wealthy people. So the church aims to be that
place in the middle where those two things
meet,” she explains.

As the cost-of-living crisis continues
to worsen, the GAPP team has noticed an
increase in people reaching out for support.
The drop-in sessions particularly have seen
a surge in recent months, from an average
of 20-25 people to up to 41 people in one

session.

Kelly Parkins, the head chef of the
program agreed, taking a step away from
serving fresh fruit to GAPP’s visitors, to
express the significance of having a place for
community connection separated from home
or work. “There’s becoming fewer and fewer,
I call it ‘third spaces,’ ... fewer and fewer
places where it’s not home and it’s not work,
it’s a place where you can actually meet and
be a part of a community,” she says.

The idea of third spaces developed
during the 1980s, describing spaces that are
separate from the environments of home
and work. They allow people from a variety
of backgrounds and perspectives to come
together, share experiences, and connect.
However, Kelly believes such spaces have
been on the decline. “We used to have a lot
more of those, now we don’t have very many,
but GAPP is definitely one,” she says. “So,
you don’t have to belong to a club, you don’t
have to believe in any particular religion,
you just have to either need connection with
people or want connection with people.”

Continuing the Legacy

This sense of connection is also central

"Glebe is quite a unique suburb
because we have people who are
really struggling financially and
with all sorts of things, and we've
got some very wealthy people.
So the church aims to be that
place in the middle where those

two things meet."

to the First Nations community in Glebe,

on land of the Gadigal People. Larissa
Minniecon, the Indigenous relief worker at
GAPP, inherited the role from her mother,
Aunty Sharon Minniecon, after she retired
from working with GAPP for 12 years. For
Larissa, taking over the role “felt natural

to do,” to continue her mother’s legacy of
community care. “We have a huge Indigenous
community here,” she said, “and I think them
knowing that we’re here is a really, really
good thing, and them accessing this service
is a really good thing. But also feeling that
they’ve been cared for is what we’re here

for. It’s essential to what GAPP is all about,”
Larrissa says. “lot of our work comes from
off the street, off hours. So people say, ‘oh
you know, Aunty I just need this help and I
need this help’... So, for community to not
have that frontline, conversation and feel
like they’re gonna get the help, we knew that

Larissa Minniecon, Indigenous relief worker at GAPP
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it was good to have sort of a succession in
mind.”

Bringing the Community Together

Throughout the last two decades, GAPP
has provided a space for everyone, whether
that be those needing financial assistance,
people looking for a friendly environment to
socialise and make friends, or those who wish
to give back to the community. The impact of
the volunteers was unmistakable, as laughter
and chatter echoed across the courtyard, right
through to the kitchen, where even washing
up was completed with a smile. “I love how
it's a really practical way to help people,”
Katrina says. “We do prioritise supporting
this program because we feel it's really
important. We think it's important to show
our love and concern to the community of

Glebe”.

Kelly shares the same feeling amongst the
buzz of the volunteer kitchen staff in St John’s
House. She says that volunteering with GAPP
allows her to have a “genuinely important™

Uncle Ben Harry, a regular visitor at GAPP

impact on the community. “I’ve always
admired the work they did at GAPP, so when
I found myself with time on my hands, I
thought ‘hey, this is something I’'m passionate
about’, and I really believe that food brings
people together, so for me it was always a no
brainer that if I was gonna be involved, I’d be
doing food”.

Uncle Ben Harry is a Torres Strait Islander
Elder who expresses a similar love for
GAPP. He regularly stops by at the drop-in
sessions to talk to anyone who may need
to get something off their chest. “It's good
for everyone to come and say their stories
or whatever they want to say,” he says.
“That's what it’s all about, you know. If
you feel lonely at home just come here and
communicate with other people here and
enjoy the day out here, especially Monday
and Wednesday. “I only come here to support
people that need help, to talk about anything.
You know, I’m here to talk to anyone...This
will give them encouragement, you know, like
someone to listen to...I’ll do anything, only
for the community, that’s all.”

"So, you don’t have to belong to a
club, you don’t have to believe in any
particular religion, you just have to
either need connection with people
or want connection with people."
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Kelly (foreground) with some volunteers
in the kitchen area at GAPP

A Time to Celebrate and Reflect

To mark the 20th anniversary, community
members were invited to afternoon tea
festivities at the church, to celebrate and
reflect on the program’s significance.

“Part of our 20th anniversary celebration
is obviously celebrating what we've done for
20 years," Katrina says, “But also it's the
time to reflect and rethink how we're going
to keep going in a sustainable way,”. The
future of GAPP remains uncertain, as funding
from Anglicare is set to cease mid-next year.
Katrina and the team have begun to apply
for new grants, but the process has been
challenging, with reliance on volunteers to
complete applications. “Applying for grants
is very time consuming and difficult,” she
confesses.

Regardless, Katrina is perseverant: “We'd
like to keep doing it. So we might have to
change the way we operate; we might have to
limit the support that we can give.”

She remains hopeful that the 20th
anniversary will raise awareness to encourage
people to donate to keep GAPP running. “It’s
really a time to reach out... to let more people
to know what we do do, and what we have
been doing.”



Volunteers Carolyn and Kate at GAPP

Community visitors at GAPP

Photography by Linda Chiem
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by Brad Landy

Reaching Out

From Lived Experience to Youth Work

For a long time in this country, youth work
was approached as a way of “saving”
disadvantaged young people, imposing top-
down assumptions of knowing what's best
onto unique communities—often against
their will. The damages of these approaches
have been vast—uprooting adolescents and
detaching them from their own, personal
stories. The historic injustices experienced by
Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander people
have shown just how damaging institutional
arrogance can be. Social work, especially for
young people, has long failed to appreciate the
unique potential of individuals within vibrant
communities like Glebe, and in many state
institutions—the damage continues.

The youth work sector has since

12

with Habil Mawardi

changed its ethos to one of empowerment,
participation, and human rights. Yet, these
sentiments are mostly left to be upheld by
non-government organisations—such as Glebe
Youth Service—that are nevertheless dependent
upon government funding to survive. But what
does this approach look like in practice? How
can these ideas be realised on the ground-level?
And how can institutions recognise the diverse
qualities of less privileged communities, with
unique histories of struggle that have forged
their very own particular strengths? The
most fruitful approaches are likely to come
from those who have experienced their own
battles—the ones who grew up on the same
streets, alongside the same families, who’s
younger ones they’re now guiding through
similar weeds of disadvantage.

Standing outside the double-doored

Habil standing outside of GYS

entrance of Glebe Youth Service (GYS) is one
such man—over six feet tall, wearing a yellow
hoodie, football shorts, black Nike sneakers,
and squared prescription glasses resting

over a bearded grin. The streets are quiet

for mid-Thursday—just a steady September
drizzle hitting the concrete of the near-empty
footpaths—and the odd bus growling up
Glebe Point Road towards the northern
harbourfront.

Habil says he’s tired but doesn’t seem it—
he’s cheerful and welcoming as usual. Rarely a
sentence ends without a quip of sarcasm. This
same energy springs across the road when a
young man half his age shouts “Habil!” from
outside the kebab shop. It’s a routine back-
and-forth from the Youthy entrance out to the
streets that he’s walked for most of his 30-year

life.



He moved to Glebe when he was 6 years
old with his two older brothers, and parents
who had migrated from Indonesia in the early
1980s. “My parents made sure that I had
religion and culture embedded in my morals
and values,” he says. “I keep my Indonesian
culture close to my chest”. A lifelong devotee
of the Islamic faith, he considers it “a rulebook
for life”.

Habil began his time at GYS towards
the end of primary school: “I came to some
programs,” he says, “they used to have a
Wednesday Oz-Tag program. I used to go to
the Peter Forsyth Auditorium to play touch
footy”. Looking back nearly twenty years, he
says, “the older boys used to take care of the
younger boys. We'd play footy on the road.
They'd join in. I remember when it was a hot
day, they'd buy water balloons for us and we’d
have a water fight. The whole street. They used
to have cookouts on the barbecue. Someone
would buy meat, and the barbecue would be
on Derwent Street, or Mitchell Street. Someone
would be cooking up a storm. Everyone didn't
have anything. We all didn't have anything
together.”

After high-school, Habil completed a
100-hour internship at Glebe Youth Service,
before becoming an official employee in 2016.
Since then, he has worked constantly with
young people on the ground-floor. Yet, his
mind seems often pointed upstairs, towards
the broader system—on the processes of
change...or lack-there-of. Habil has observed
the system function from below; he’s watched
the institutional wheels churn, become rusted
and clammer to a halt—before a few drops of
political oil can set them in motion again. He
has himself grown out of this cycle—it’s given
him a critical perspective as a youth worker for
the last nine-years.

“The Youthy has always been an integral
part of the community,” he says. Though
in order to really grasp why, he says that
“people need to understand what Glebe is
like. You know, it's not sunshine and roses.

It's a low socio-economic area: trauma—
intergenerational trauma.” For many locals
of Glebe, he says the youth service “is their
second home.”

Habil seems clear-minded about his
responsibility, about what GYS needs to
deliver, and what his community requires
through the thick and (mostly) thin of
government funding and support: “If you look
at the Maslow Hierarchy,” Habil says, “the
basic necessities of a human being are food,
shelter, clothing. What do we offer? We offer
food, we offer a safe place for them to come,
safe humans to interact with. And then if they
need, you know, necessities, we do as much as
we can to give it to them. And that's just the
basics of what we try and do.”

GYS helps to address these basic needs
through their open-door policy throughout
the week, where locals can—and do—stroll in
for a friendly chat, a word of advice, a kitchen
prepared meal or a couch to rest on. Yet, a
simple sign of welcome can often go unseen,
and so Habil also co-runs the Youth Outreach
program alongside Jeff Hockey. “That's a new
thing we rekindled just because of the higher
crime rate during the holidays,” he says, “It
was for us to go in the streets, pretty much
walk around and see if there are any young
people around, and then shift them back to the
youth service.”

It is a fitting responsibility for someone
with such a detailed blueprint of the suburb—
engrained through years of lived-experience
sitting upon the very same curbsides. Habil
knows every back alleyway; the peak hours for
push-bike traffic; he could probably map out
all the potholes for the kids to avoid, and every
fresh trim thrown awry by the afterschool
winds. “Everyone has a strength in what
they do, like in life or at work,” Habil says,
“my work is engagement, being connected to
community helps me with that engagement,”
Habil says. “That's my bread and butter. I
know your family, they know me, they feel a

Section of mural in downstairs studio

at GYS. Painted by Aunty Kath Dodd
Farrawell and local young artists. ‘Habil’
is written in Arabic script above

"Everyone didn't
have anything.
We all didn't
have anything
together.."

Habil running the after-school drop-in session
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lot more comfortable.”

On the Youth Outreach program, he says:
“when we first started, it was a bit slow, but
you just have to stay consistent. One of the
nights we bumped into 24 young people, in
one and a half hours. And police presence was
high. And they just kept stopping everyone,
asking for their names. Luckily, Jeff and I
were just cruising through and doing our
thing. We were able to talk to all those young
people—because they were angry: “Why are
police stopping us? Because we’re black?” And
that’s probably the case. But our role there is
to interact with police, ask them what they
want, ask ‘s this necessary?’ So as an adult
there, that the kids trust, there's more respect
there—that's how it is. We're able to shift the
police that way and the kids back to the youth
service. So, the interaction isn't a negative
interaction. And the police can talk with me
and the kids can talk through me as well.
Police don't understand the intergenerational
trauma.”

Habil draws constantly from his own lived
experience and uses it to inform his everyday
decisions as a youth worker. Yet, he sits all
of this within a broader picture of systemic
failure and its consequences: “Police are part
of the system and it's been like that with the
Aboriginal community for so long in such a
negative way. So that's why we try and diffuse
the situation as much as we can, but also show
the young people that we can interact with the
police in a positive way at the same time. So,
I'm trying to do two birds, one stone. We try
to have a better relationship with the youth
liaison (police) officers. We might not agree
with how they work, but we have to find a
middle ground just to make it work,” he says.

Habil considers his job a “necessity” more
than anything. “You don't enjoy all aspects,
but everyone doesn't like their job all the time.
I love the job. I hate the job. I do it out of
necessity. And this is my community. I love
this place to death. This is where I grew up.
This area made me who I am. But you don't
realise how much bullshit First Nations people
cop,” he says.

Born out of negative assumptions of
police (as Habil explains above), distance
continues to evolve between state-institutions
and First Nations youth, producing lifelong
resentments between both, and deep-rooted
discrimination from the top-down. As of June
2023, Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander
people account for 33% of all incarcerated
people in Australia. The absurdity of this
statistic was heart-breakingly outlined within
the Uluru Statement from the Heart in 2017:

“Proportionally, we are the most
incarcerated people on the planet.
We are not innately criminal people.
Our children are alienated from their
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"You don't enjoy all aspects,
but everyone doesn't like their

job all the time.

| love the

job. | hate the job. | do it out
of necessity. And this is my
community. | love this place to
death. This is where | grew up.
This area made me who | am."

families at unprecedented rates. This
cannot be because we have no love
for them. And our youth languish in
detention in obscene numbers. They
should be our hope for the future.

These dimensions of our crisis tell
plainly the structural nature of our
problem. This is the torment of our
powerlessness.”

“The thing is with intergenerational
trauma,” Habil says, “you want to break that
cycle. We give them the tools that they don't
have, and then they pick up the tools and
use them when they need it, or when they're
ready. And that's how change begins. We
want change, but we're not superhumans. If
a youth worker or social worker comes into
this industry and says they want to change
the world, then they're not going to change it.

They're going to get burnt out. You do what
you can control. So, my duty is to give the
young people and the community the tools

so they can build it themselves. Whether it be
tools of emotions, tools of physicality, tools
of work, tools of financial literacy. That to
me is how you break a cycle. Because some

of these kids don't have the opportunity.
They might have an opportunity one way, but
everything else, nothing.”

As Habil shows, there’s no easy fix to
system level problems. Yet, in his time of
encouraging change from below, it’s through
seeing the positive outcomes that Habil’s
flame stays alight:

“I've been here for nine years. So, to see
the young people that [ work with grow up,
and they've got jobs, and they have careers ...
that's the beauty of this place.”

Habil. Painted by Aunty Kath Dodd Farawell and
young artists at Glebe Youth Service



by Brad Landy

Glebe’s Warm Tones
& The Denizens of

the Inner-West

The Paintings of Sonia Mattson

(49 Iuse colour to express my feelings,”
Sonia says. We’ve been chatting for a
short while upon two opposite couches in the
Youthy attic. It has been a relaxed and open
conversation about her craft, the importance
of art in today’s consumer society, and her
creative process as a painter living in Glebe
and its surrounding suburbs for decades.
It is a serendipitous occasion: she has just
wrapped up a week-long exhibition a few
doors up at The Shop Gallery on Glebe
Point Road. We met one afternoon during
its closing hours after her portraits—the
Denizens of the Inner-West—drew me in from
the roadside.

We’re discussing some of her older works.
Specifically, a painting of The Valhalla—the
cover image of this quarterly issue. “The
Valhalla's always been a wonderful image,”
she says of the old cinema as she recalls
watching old arthouse films there in the
1980s. Sonia reproduced The Valballa several
years ago however, and through it, “felt a
lot of hope, with the beautiful sky”. During
this time she lived across the road: “I was in
a boarding house on Glebe Point Road for a
long time. Because of insecure work. Because
I was very nomadic, you know, because of
jobs and changing circumstances”.

“I felt this foolish
sense of optimism”.

Twilight

The Valhalla. Painted by Sonia Mattson

Glebe Point Road
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Glebe’s Warm Tones & The Denizens of the Inner-West | The Paintings of Sonia Mattson

Sonia’s paintings of Glebe were captured
during those isolated years of the recent
pandemic. She captures this suburb’s natural
vibrancy, and historic architecture. You can
feel the warm hugs of early morning sun, and
cupped palms beneath the coffee houses.

“They were taken very early in the
morning on my way to work,” she says, “I
felt this foolish sense of optimism”.

To produce her works, Sonia doesn't use
traditional oil: “I use water-mixable oil,”
she says, “because there's no solvent, it dries
quickly, and it looks really good. It's still
considered oil. But it's a great medium, and
yeah, I really love it”.

“I love sitting in coffee shops,” she
says, “ it's just like a way of being alone or
contemplating or something. But you've got
people around you. So it's very comforting.”

Sonia says that Mark—the owner of Le
Petit Tarte on 219 Glebe Point Road—is “a
very nice man. And he's a real community
person. So he makes me and other people feel
welcome. And he looks after older people
too—Ilike myself. And he seems to care about
us. So, I feel a lot of warmth when I go there.

Badde Manors

And, he cares about us. And he also looks
after us beyond just customers.”

“When I had an art show, he just offered
to help me. He brought customers along to
the exhibition. He's very kind.”

“One of the portraits—Amy—she worked
there as a barista.”

Sonia feels a deeper bond with the
portrait form—in capturing the beauty of
individuality, innate to all, yet bursting
through the young creative spirit of Sydney’s
Inner-West. “I think urban areas have been
a creative hub for young people,” she says,
“and to find their people, find their tribe. But
that's why I found it interesting to paint those
people. I was drawn to these people I just met
in the street or at the cinema or in different
jobs. I love the way they decorate themselves,
express themselves through their clothing.
And I wanted to convey what I felt about
them, even though I didn't know them.”

“For example,” she says, “Rachel with the
lovely green hair. I saw her at a bus stop in
Newtown. Waiting to go to Glebe—waiting

"I think urban areas have been a
creative hub for young people, to
find their people, find their tribe."
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Le Petit Tarte

for the 370 bus. And I just said: ‘do you mind
if I paint you?’ And she said, oh, ‘that sounds
fun’. So, we did that project. And yeah, I'm
very happy with the result, and she liked it
too.”

“I find it kind of warming as well that no
one said no, everyone just said, ‘let's do it’.
was just really touched. And it was like a little
mutual project.”

“And then I got to know them a little bit
more. And some people shared music with
me. I learned about Sudanese electronic synth
music through Attu (shown on the right),
which is very cool, beautiful music. There’s an
artist called Jantra. They're great, and she's a
fan.

Of her recent portrait series—The
Denizens of the Inner-West, she says,
“They're beautiful people. And I found they
were really nice to talk to. And they were
mostly creative people, actresses and acting
students, art students.”

“It's so nice because they just came along
at the right time.

It made sense. It's like the universe sends
along a person.”

But I really think creativity is very
important—for everyone—as a way of
expressing yourself and feeling. Yeah, I think
it's so important for everyone.

Otherwise, we just get this commercial
sense of the world, and it's all about money.
And yet, we really feel alive when we're
making stuff, whatever it is.



Portrait of Amy Portrait of Lexy Portrait of Chris W.

Portrait of Rachel Portrait of Attu Portrait of Chris

Sonia can be contacted for portrait
commissions, and more of her
beautiful works can be viewed via
the following links:

Website: www.soniamattson.com Sudanian keyboardist Jantra. Listen via the QR code Portrait of Liam
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by Zozan Balci, Georgia Brogan & William Marshall

Growing Through
Glebe's Green Spaces

Garden sign at St Helen’s community garden

As urban environments continue to
expand and evolve, a movement is
taking root that brings a touch of nature
back into communities. Across Glebe,
residents are transforming vacant lots and
alleyways into green spaces, demonstrating
that you don’t need a house with a backyard
to cultivate both crops and camaraderie.
These grassroots initiatives not only provide
fresh produce, but also foster connections
among neighbours, promote sustainability,
and enhance the overall quality of life.

The seeds of St Helen’s community garden
were sown over coffee in 2012 - Jan
Macindoe and her neighbour decided they
were interested in growing vegetables, but
needed to find a space to do so. The duo
began the search for a central, vacant garden
space, which was no small feat in Glebe's
densely populated streets.

They wandered through neighbourhoods,
peering behind shops and down narrow
lanes, hoping to uncover a hidden gem amid
the many buildings. But in this inner-city
suburb, vacant lots can be hard to find, and
frustration began to creep in. Determined
not to let the challenges deter them, they
approached the local council to tell the story
of a garden that would serve as a sanctuary
for the community.

"We tend to joke that we come
here for the social contact, and
we do a bit of gardening as well!"
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The eventual location for St Helen’s was
discovered by accident, during one of these
meetings when the councillor spotted a lawn
right outside his window. Pretty as it was,
the space was much better suited as a garden
- and so, St Helen’s community garden was

founded at 184 Glebe Point Road.

Unfortunately, the origin story does not

tidily wrap up there. For two more years,

the growing St Helen’s team faced a series of
hurdles and delays. Some of these included
the local council’s mandate for St Helen’s to
be designed by a professional architect, whose
work was excellent, but better suited to huge
parks and apartment buildings. Only after
various design revisions did the St Helen’s
team feel that their vision could be realised.

By 2014, the garden was finally up-and-
running and Jan had truly learnt the
importance of patience in building this
community initiative. Today, St Helen’s prides
itself on organic garden produce. Volunteers
meet every Saturday at 10am, and the
gardening process is truly democratic; what is
grown is determined by all members and - of
course - the season.

For the past ten years, the team at St Helen’s
have kept a running list of the crops they have
grown each season, which is circulated twice
a year in early autumn and early spring. This
is a clever process, enabling them to identify
what has worked in the past for the winter
and summer crops.

There is also a compost and worm farming
system, crucial for the health of the garden.
This setup is located in the aptly titled ‘Secret
Garden’, another space hidden around the
side. Volunteers routinely collect coffee
grounds and vegetable scraps from shops in



the area to help the compost thrive.

Aside from providing an opportunity to
garden and grow food, St Helen’s has
become invaluable for the social health

of people of all ages, particularly older
residents. They come to work in the garden,
but also to have a good chat and to share
food they have made - sometimes using the
very crops they’ve grown.

“We tend to joke that we come here for the
social contact, and we do a bit of gardening
as well!” Jan remarks.

The garden has also served as an engaging
outdoor classroom, where members with
young children teach them where food
actually comes from. Parents and caregivers
take the opportunity to guide little hands
as they explore the rows of vegetables and
herbs, fostering a sense of curiosity and
connection to the earth. The gardening
crew has gone a step further by labelling
each crop, transforming the garden into an
interactive learning experience so that as
people stroll through the garden, they can
educate themselves on what is growing.

A similar story unfolded during the
Covid-19 lockdown, when Glebe residents
A] Tennant, and his wife Jo, considered
transforming their alleyway into a green
space to combat social isolation.

“We started thinking about how we’ve got
this empty, bare laneway that’s a little bit
of an eyesore, but that is otherwise such a
beautiful section of Glebe. We thought —
what can we do about it?”

Drawing inspiration from a French
documentary about the guerrilla gardening

movement, they started with a mismatched
placement of six pot plants on the corner of

Abbey Alley.

“Qur neighbours saw it and they started
adding to it, and within a week or two, we
had gotten probably ten metres worth of

"People feel a little
more joy, start to
feel happier. It's
just that sense of a
little bit of delight."

plants lined up. We had a nice little garden
and it looked quite pretty,” says AJ.

“Just having the community come out and
clean up, water, prune, pull out some dead
plants, add some new ones, doesn’t take too
much work, which is great! People feel a little
more joy, start to feel happier. It’s just that
sense of a little bit of delight.”

Community gardening projects like St
Helen’s and Abbey Alley play a vital role in
fostering social cohesion and environmental
sustainability. They provide a space for locals
to connect, collaborate, and share knowledge
while strengthening community bonds.

To support similar community gardening
initiatives, the Forest Lodge and Glebe
Coordination Group (FLAG) has partnered
with the Glebe Computer Project to develop
‘The Green Plot’, a digital sustainability hub
which encourages people to share knowledge,

The Abbey Street Library

resources and experiences about gardening
and sustainability.

Recently, the Green Plot team has been
inviting experts from the Royal Atlantic
Gardens to run workshops for Glebe residents
living in social housing.

“Not everyone has a garden, and so they

can only grow things in pots. We run little
workshops, we’ve got these big pots and
teach people how to plant in them. In the last
workshop, it was summer vegetables,” says
Megan Fletcher from FLAG.

“We do this because it empowers people,
it's connecting. You know, you're working
together.”

You can visit the Green Plot website on
https://greenplot.com.au/ to learn more about
current Glebe gardening initiatives and how
to start your own project.

Overview of St Helen’'s community garden

The Abbey Alley Garden
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by Caitlin Maloney

“I teel happy

races here”

Stories from the Glebe Markets

Whenever Glebe is mentioned, one of
the first things that springs to mind is the
Glebe Markets. In 2023, the Glebe Markets
announced it would be closing after 31 years
of operation, shocking locals, who pleaded
for the markets to continue in operation. New
owners swept in to continue its legacy, and
venturing through the market on Saturdays, it
is easy to see what was at stake — and worth
fighting for, with so many diverse offerings
filling the market grounds.

pon arrival, the markets are filled with

a flurry of stall holders gearing up for
a big day. The spring sun shines bright over
retailers wheeling clothes racks, unpacking
goods and adjusting displays across the
Glebe Public School grounds, unrecognisable
amongst the gazebos, banners and food
trucks. Around every twist and turn is
something different: secondhand clothes, art,
plants, jewellery, food, handmade gifts and
more.

Donato’s camera stall, which he has been
running for the past four years, is set up
earlier than the others. His face lights up with
passion, as he eagerly shares his love for the
market community. “People enjoy the social
connection, and more human connection
here,” he says. “I feel happy faces here.” Don
believes these markets are “very important.
This is not something new. This is a 3000-
year old type of social connection. It's the
people. It's connected with the past, you
know, with natural things, normal things.
More human interaction, yeah.”

Just two stalls over, Jo is selling

handmade soy wax candles. She is happy
to see the sun, after running the stall
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every Saturday since May through many
rainy weekends. “It's just really warm.
Everyone has a great time,” says Jo. “It's
such a cross section, from your clothing, to
your handmade goods, to food. So it suits
everyone, all different ages.”

As the clock strikes 10am, the markets
come to life, with visitors starting to stream
through the school’s front gates, ready to
begin their journey through the 200 stalls on
offer.

Beside the entrance, jewellery stall Hey
Frankie is busy greeting each customer
walking through. Despite the growing
crowds, Rebecca takes a step out to talk
about their initiative helping women living
rough. “We like to gift them some jewellery
that they can either sell themselves or just
feel pretty and beautiful,” Rebecca says. “We
do that a lot, and that matters to us, to give
back to those in need...It just makes you feel
you do anything that you can to help others,
really, that are doing it tough and there's
lots of women doing it tough right now.” As
she’s talking, someone in the distance catches
Rebecca’s eye, and she points and waves.

Jo, a stall owner selling handmade soy wax candles

Jewellery stall Hey Frankie, greets customers
arriving at the markets

"l think markets are important

for all communities everywhere,
because there’s such a lack of
human connection at the moment,
and markets keep that alive."



Kiara and her sister Sasha, raising funds for various charities

Kiara, the girl Rebecca was waving to, is
selling flowers alongside her sister Sasha, to
raise money for college funds for orphaned
children in the Philippines, as well as
supporting the Ronald McDonald House, Red
Kite and Food Bank. “So far, it's been really
positively received,” Kiara shares, “which
we're so grateful for. So many people love to
see the fresh blooms around... Everyone's so
supportive here just amongst the owners and
the customers. It's been a really great day so
far.”

Today is Kiara’s first day as a seller
at the Glebe Markets, but she is feeling
encouraged to return. “I think it's just great
for people to get out of their habitat of a
mall where it’s just a lot of franchises and big
names. I think it's nice that you can come and
support local artisans and chefs and just find
something new and unique to purchase.”

Away from the bustle of vintage clothing
and jewellery stores, the school’s field is
transformed into a perfect picnic spot.
Underneath the sun, the air is filled with the
aroma of coffee beans and the soft strums of
guitar guiding the gentle vocal melody of the
performer.

Elise is one of the many visitors relaxing
and enjoying the live music. “I love the art,
all the creatives, the clothes, food, music,
vibe, yeah community,” she laughs and
adds “I think markets are important for all
communities everywhere, because there’s such
a lack of human connection at the moment,
and markets keep that alive.”

A group of international students
from UTS are also enjoying a picnic. Their
elected spokesperson, Antoine, says markets
are a great spot for “chilling”. “We like
the atmosphere, and I like the style of the
market,” he says. “It allows us to interact
with other people who are here to sell
products and yeah, I think it's more about

sharing and giving second life also to some
clothes.”

Even after 30 years, it seems the markets
are still attracting a new audience, with
many people sharing that it is their first time
visiting the suburb, journeying from all across
Sydney. Glebe locals are still to be found
though, such as Sophie, who browses the
markets regularly. Today, she is just killing
some time, she explains, although she loves
bringing her grandchildren down to the Glebe
Markets. “Well, it's colourful and lots of
people come. The cafes are always full and
there’s an interesting display of things,” she
shares.

With midday approaching, the market
atmosphere is roaring as it comes time to
leave the stallholders to work their magic of
the past three decades, and hopefully many
more to come.

A market visitor buying some flowers from Kiara's stall

The entrance to the markets at Glebe Public School

Photography by Linda Chiem
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Say Our Names

Zozan Balci is an esteemed academic and
social justice advocate at the University
of Technology Sydney, splitting her time
between teaching in the Faculty of Arts and
Social Sciences and leading student-focused
programs at the Centre for Social Justice and
Inclusion. Her academic interests span across
heritage, identity studies, diversity politics,
migrant experiences and cultural citizenship.
She has been highly commended for her work
in education and community organisations.

We sat down with Zozan to ask about what
interests her about diversity and culture
studies, the future of her work and what we
can do to better acknowledge our cultural
differences.

What are your main areas of interest as a
researcher and what has drawn you to them?
I’ve been drawn to the social sciences,
especially to language and ideas about

identity. Part of this is related to my
personal background - migration is a big
part of my family tree - but also the fact
that we all need to do better at living and
working together with people unlike us,
and without one culture overpowering
another. ’'m always thinking about what
I can do, in my small way, to help bridge
our differences.

I always imagine that making any great
social change is a bit like an Olympic
relay race, where one person runs a lap as
fast as they can and passes the baton to
the next person to run their lap. That is
because we cannot individually change the
world, and it takes more than one lifetime
to see the change, so you can’t achieve
much by just one person running one lap.
But many people have run before me,
covering an amazing distance - so I feel
now it’s my turn to hold the baton and
run my best lap to contribute.

Based on your work and the broader field,

with Dr Zozan Balci

Harvesting the Field

what are you most excited about in the
future?
You know, in my line of work dealing
with social justice issues, it is so easy to
focus on all the things that are still wrong,
and to get discouraged by the resistance
to social change. But it’s really important
to acknowledge the progress that has been
made, and hold on to it to remain hopeful.

For example, the fact that someone with
my name and face can be a scholar at

a university is the result of women -
especially migrant women and women
of colour - picking up the fight all
throughout history. They fought for me,
relentlessly, and they didn’t even know
me. They fought for the mere potential
of someone like me. Thanks to them, I
am now able to advance this fight to a
large scale, ensuring leaders and decision-
makers listen to what we have to say and
contribute.

While doing this work, I am filled with
hope because yes - social change is slow,
and yes, things sometimes get worse
before they get better. But I can see that
more people, especially younger people,
are picking up the fight.

What can people do to acknowledge people

from different cultures to their own?
The current project 'm working on,
called “Say Our Names”, is actually
really practical. It encourages people to
rethink why it's wrong to label names
as ‘tricky’, ‘foreign’, or ‘unfamiliar’ in
English-speaking settings, why it's not ok
to mispronounce them, or make people
anglicise their name. Doing so erases
story, culture and identity, and continues
a legacy of colonisation. It is important
that we all make every effort to call each
other by our names. So, a simple thing
we can all do is learn how to approach
someone with an unfamiliar name.



The 'how to' guide in the “Say Our Names” project

23



Make a Difference in
Your Local Community

JNC is excited to announce that we
have a brand new minibus!

This means we are actively looking
for volunteers to run our second
minibus service which will be
operating from our Glebe Centre.

Join us at 10am on 14th November
at St Helen's Community Centre,
Glebe Point Road by booking

your free ticket to our information
session now!

Do you need help with a local issue? Whether it's a public housing
inquiry or a local transport issue, my team and | are here to help.

I'm here to advocate for our community, and to be your voice in
Parliament.

© (029660 7586

balmain@parliament.nsw.gov.au
L) 201:205 Glebe Point Road, Glebe
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